Camp Oty
Smoke Sign

Winter 2016

"," ( 2 % : t & y N

ANole fom he _ Director

L R2yQil 1y26 AT lyez2yS y20A0SRx odzi (KA&A Aa (KS 7T Aekeinptiod a
send one or twaipdates throughout the year. Unfortunately (or fortunately), all the positive developments that have been occurrin
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There are a lot of facility improvements and partnerships to talk about in this issue. However, | want to begin by redigitiegoperate
/'FYL) hiieQhlsl YR éKeé& Al A& AYLRNIIYydd az2NB OK kdnRMGiypoveitihas
increased and the number of children living in single parent homes continues to grow. Educating many of our childreggkedasting
our community and the daily threat of violence that our children live with creates unirablgirstress for children and families alike. N
threats to our children seem to arise all the time. Richard Louve, in hisNatke Deficit Disorderdescribes how our children are
disconnecting with the oubf-doors and the negative consequences tBikaving on them, their families and our communities. A rece
study on the amount of time children are connected to social media and electronic devices reports a staggering nine liayrthpér
children are not engaged with anyone in a true sociatest!
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daily threat of violencasstructure and supervision ensure bullying and being picked on is a rare hagp@&iie impact of poverty is
temporarily mitigated as children have plenty to eat while also participating in healthy activities that promote both g@ichphnd
mental health. Children attending camp live with two young adult, caring counselors \whoaepositive role models for them. The
other children in their cabin group are real playmates who they interact with throughout their stay and as a result decebgkdls that
are needed for everyday living. More and more we are integratingacadém a { Af f a8 Ay d2 GKS OF yLQa L
teach natural science than the cof-doors and the number of teachable moments that present themselves every day is surprising;
planning dinner for eight and figuring out how many nine yedds fit under a 10 X liarp tent requires math skilldeeping your journal
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services. Guess what! Connecting to sbegiadia and the internet is pretty impossible at camp.

Camp has an important role to play in helpadfchildren grow and develop. Providing camp to children whoaaméskis even more
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many of our most vulnerable children and providing them the connection they need to grow into healthy young adults. Owttniebx
us that children who attend camp leave feelingma competent, more responsible, are better able to work as a team, feel more
connected to others iad have a greater affinity forature. All of these ingredients are exactly what children need in order to be prep:
to live in the world we are handing them. We need to ensure we are preparing our children to survive and thrive in the years ahe

So how can you help? If you are receiving this issue of Smoke Signals you are already involved. Pass this copy aluhgvtmasmot
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camp available to every child who needs this valuable experidtme, keep reading to learn more about all the good thihgppening ai
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Facilities Update

Discovery Center Dedication

After a two year effort led b athy KnoopCamp Business Coordinatmuy new Discovery Center was officially dedicated on Friday, J
12", 2015. This celebration was attended by many of the designers and donors who made the Discovery Center possible for Ca
hdegQhlel a ¢Stf | a 2idKSNHEutuseKThe Distolvery Canfer wiliEerw ds thé Ku forG&eyide Sdidatic
will take place for everyone who visits the camp. Located within our dining facility, the displays will create enviromwargakss and
promote increased environmental practis that can easily translate back home with the children and adults attendm camp. Pleasu
trip to camp to visit the new center. ; I+ g

Ivy Shower House

It took more than hree years of planning and furalsing to make the Ivy Unit Showidpusea
reality.] 26 S@SNE GKS OF YLIQA FTANRG ySé aK'22EBENIh&
shower house will replace the shower facility in the Ivy Unit and is double sided to serve bott
and girls. As this new structure will be winterizaad availabldor use on a yearound basis, Cam
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thanks toStew McHardor leading this building effort for the camp.

Coultrap Lodge

Named in honor of Don C. Coultrap, thide type building was constructed in 1968 and was th
first activity building the camp had. Through contributions frétre Columbus Foundation,
Osteopathic Heritage Foundati@md other businesses we were able to renovate both the inte
and exterior ofthis building @suring that it will be available for use for many years to come.
Currently, many of our school groups and other visitors use the facilayreeseting and lodging
space.

Summit Cabins
With support from theOsteopathic Heritage Foundatiowprk has begun on renovating the 5 cabins located in the Summit Unit. The
cabins were built between 1942 and 1945 and have been repaired many times since then. The cabins will undergo a similanrenc
that our vy Unit cabins underwent a year agoigthmeans new siding, doors and roofs will be installed. We expect that the cabins
ready for use in the Spriraf 2016

Nature Center Improvements

With the help of a donation frorVilliam Goodburrin honor of his former Big Brothétarold Howethe
Nature Center is getting a lot more exciting! Bill Goodburn contacted Big Brothers Big Sisters last
indicated that he wantedtoda a2 YSG KAy 3 (G2 K2y 2NJ KAa . A3 . NI
discussing the needs at camp, Bill decided drdloution to enhance the current Naturee@ter was what
interested him the most. Since then, work has been ongoing and fish tanks, animal hides, skulls, k
and other displays have been added to the center. Additional interactive displaysaargepl induding a
section of a sassafrasee that has been riddled with holes from Pileated Woodpeckers (very cool to
seel).

Venard Log Cabin
Thanks toABLE Roofinge were able to install a new roof on the Venard Log Cabin. Able Roofing donated the shingtssunyefos this
project, which was completed in November 2015.

Additional Projects on the DrawingBoard

Sewage Plant

Perhaps ae of the least exciting, but most important projects at camp in 2016 will be the renovation of our current sewage syster
system in place was installed at camp in 1981 and while it is still operating efficiently, time is taking a toll on deedagittical and
plumbing components. Through a variety of funding resosinge will rebuild the plant toresure that water disch@ed into nearby creek
does not pose a threat to any living creature or plant at the camp and in the community.

Sebring Lodge baths

A project started in 2013 will come to conclusion early in 2016 as all bath facilities in Sebring Lodge will be revdvisgesbme work
has been ongoing with the bath facilities, a grant frohe Columbus Foundatiamill provide the resources to finally finish this project i
time for 2016 Environmental Education programs which begin in March.
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Ed Cohn, our CEXInce 2004, has announced he is leaving this position and will return to banking
|n the NeWS which was his career prior to coming to Big Brothers Big Sisters. While Ed will no longer serve as
he will continue to serve on the Board of Directors and assist the@gemmany ways.
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within the Columbus City Schools, has flourished and new programs aimed at serving some of th
at risk children in our community have beearsed.

At/ I YLJ h i, EQisirgsponsible for establishing a threefold vision:

1. Protect the Natural Resources
2. Improve the facilities
3. Create an endowment toresure all children have access to camp

During the past 12 years we have successfully protectgdr 2 F G KS OF YLIQa 2
through conservation easements with three different organizations. As we finish our new shower
house, we will have built new or remodeled all of our facilities that were in need of repair or
replacement. This Bves goal number three; likely to be the most ambitious goal of this vision and
that we havenot given up on. We expect that in his role as a board member Ed will continue to pu
this goal and with support from all of us, fulfill the vision forCampe& Qh {1 6+ GKI G &I
2004.

Many thanks to Ed for all his work on behalf of our agency and camp. We are grateful for his
contributions and lok forward to much more to come with the guidance of our new CEO Elizabeth
Martinez.

Donor Spotlight

/' NNAS alRA&A2Y KFa 0SSy | KdzZAS &adzLILR2NISNI 2F . A3 . NP gofigldn 5 yeard
F& | &a. A3 dngmaicBeNith Bidnkayn@&1Hrdugh the schoebased program Project Méor. Andwanting to do more, Carrie
happened on to onef the many ways to help cangeveral years ago while sorting through her house. As most of us do, we collect things tl
we no longer have a use for. Items thaetkids no longer use or outgrolwpoks and puzzles that have been read or done and garage items tt
have been forgotten. Motivated to get these items to someone who could us them, Carrie called camp and inquired aboudurmber
AdZNLINR &S yR 228X aKS RAKOPHSNBRIGRIG §HZO0ONYRIFKKENI AdBxa 68
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b2¢ GKFEG /FNNAS gFa& gl NB 2F (GKS Okedtdmpatgrité filfill jt. Carrie ¢eachel Sut tRHRiGriemisS |
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used by the children at camp. This included shoks2di KAy 33 o6f Fy{SGaz OFYLAY3 SldAaLIYSyid |y
fulfilling the Wish List was very successful and the children at camp benefitted a great deal from her work.

Carrie has continued her campaign and over the yedrastgrown and become ane sophisticated. Thiteems now include very specifibings
that the camp buys each yeamderwear and socks in small sizes, art supplies, sleeping bags and more. Many of these items are purchas
and donated so that the camp is assured that it will have just the right size or the right quantity needed for the sunhNié¢d G Q dends has |
Ffa2 3ANBgogyd LG y26 AyOfdzRSa FTNASYyRa 2F FTNASYRa a2 me kbt thecel&tdh
point for these donations and what started as a van load of supplies has grown to becomega fgélraf supplies.

[ FYLI hdeQh1él A& GSNE | LILINEB Gid and Hedrgend2 gb to @dcisngachilf) us beyprepaed far 2hdldumriek |
While the items being donated may seem to be small, when added together the campaignhgaeamp thousands of dollars each year.
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are also annual contributors to o&end a Kid to Camgppeal. Thanks @rrie!
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As we begin 2016, there is no doubt that learning and
education are increasingly more important for all of us. For
children just starting school and for adults who are working,
the key to a better future depends on our abilitylearn and
understand allthe advances and challenges coming our way
{AYyOS mMohdnuZ /YL hdéedQhlél ¢
emotional lessons to the children who attend. However, we
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the many teachable moments that occur teach reading,
social studies and science to everyone who comes to camp
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While the camp has been in the environmental education
business for many years, in 2010 we began to also focus ot
attention on science and literacy. The newly completed
DiscoveryCenter is a critical component to our science
education and gives children and adults the opportunity to
begin a learning journey the moment they enter into camp.
Additional focused classes teach inqdirgsed lessons on the
water cycle, forest ecology, cgcling and much more. In 2015
more than 2000 children and adults visited the camp and
participated in a variety of science education opportunities;
this included students and teachers from 22 different school
from around Ohio

Of course, reading is fdamental to all learning and we woul
be negligent if we did not address this at camp. During one
recent summer all the children received a copy of the book,
Hatchet,a story about a young boy who finds himself alone i
the forest and must learn to surviwehile awaiting rescue.
During the quiet evening hourthe children read tke books
with their counselors. Dring the bright, sunnydaytime hours
the children acted out the story as they all raced into the
woods and turned the story into their own suraiv
experience. What a great opportunity the camp hapair
reading with adventuresong writing with stardom athe final
campfirg writing a rap to entertain during an atmp activity.

During 2015, the camp expandediieach and hosted a
variety ofeducational events outside of oengoing education
opportunities.
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[ SGQ& D,2nefuCalioh grgabizationut of Twinsburg,
Ohiq, utilized the camp and our education staff to enhance
their after-school program.

9 RdzO | (i 2 NdR annvalgesidongadult education
trainingfor teachers, naturalists and others had forty
participants who will take their learning back to more than
30,000 individuals through their work settings.
TheDempsey Middle School Ecology Clutade two trips to
camp over the sumnreandusedour facility and education
staff to enhance their learning of the ocof-doors.

Camp hosted our'8annualScience Campa weeklong
summer camp. Campers buitickets,tested stream quality,
and participated in bird banding!

Career Eagleviation is working with us to teach the scient
of flight to children. As a part of this program the children ¢
to visit the airport and experience the cockpit of an airplan
Additionally, we begataking our camp based educational
programs to other I@¢ationsand collaborating with more
partners in order to reach additional children.

Education has become a key component for every child ar
adult who comes to camp. Look fos to continue finding
ways to hfuse education into the camping experience. The
result will be better children and better world for us to live
GKS SEI O
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Action host 29 Annual
Inquiry-Based Learning
Conference
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learning in all of our programs and classe
and has been a strong advocate for
children having access to the cof-doors.
Through our adult education classes and
collaboration with other likeminded
organizations w have worked to expand
inquiry-based learning to others who will
benefit from this approach to learning.

OnNovembel2¢mo X / I YL hGeQh{1 6l I yR WaaNhkl inquiryBased EghferancifayBui OR Rodgi
and Conference Center. This two day conference in SE Ohio, provideddranpgperiences, resources, displays and keynote
presentations to 113 paicipants from 27 schools and 35 organizations. Sponsorships made this conference affordable fo
teachers and notformal educators.
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Participants were then immersed in inquiry learning with activities that relatdu oA 2 Q&  $tafelstarlafds &nd exposed
to environmental programs froraround southeasteri®hio.

If you have an interest imquiry based learning or want to connegith others who share a passion for getting children
outdoors you can look forward tihe 3 annualinquiry Conference in Novemb2016.

School Paners in 2015

2472campers benefitted from Camp
hieQhl sl Qa SYy@ANRYYSY
for various schools around Ohio:

Bishop Flaget Middle School
Canaan Middle School
Clinton Elementary
Circleville Middle School
Crooksville Intermediate
Dempsey Middle School
Edison Intermediate
Hastings Middle School
Hathaway Brown
Immaculate Conception
Jones Middle School

Licking Heights North Elementary
MorrisonrGordon Elementary
New Hope ChristiaAcademy
Oakstone Academy

AdUlt Education Salt Creek Intermediate

. . . Saint Agath&chool
Offering professional development hours and semester credit from Teays ValleWalnut Elementary

laKEFyYR | YADSNAA G&ABY rovhadard inordd | ¢ West Elementary
educators in 2015! West Broad Elementary




